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2009 Addendum 
to the 2004-2005 Assessment Plan
for the General Education Curriculum (GEC) Colleges of the Arts and Sciences (ASC) 

Beginning in Spring 2006, a new subcommittee of the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (CCI) was formed to continue the work begun on assessment by the CCI subcommittees referred to in the 2005 plan as “Sub-Committees B and C.”  The new subcommittee “E” (later named the Assessment Initiatives subcommittee) has met approximately four times per quarter (excluding summers) from Autumn quarter 2007 through Spring Quarter 2009 and has the following responsibilities:
· Oversee the assessment plan for the Arts and Sciences including all GEC course and categorical level assessment. The committee works with the ASC Director of Curriculum and Assessment and the University Level Advisory Committee on the GEC (ULAC-GEC) regarding these issues.

· Faculty members on this committee will also serve on the ULAC-GEC
· Oversee assessment of ASC major programs including ASC Student Exit Survey and annual major program reports

In June, 2009, the Assessment Initiatives subcommittee met and discussed a revision to the 2005 plan for assessment of the GEC and decided to propose the following revisions to the 2005 Plan for consideration by the full CCI:

2005 Plan, Section III. Reporting Procedures:

2. For the general education program, reports for course review of GEC approved courses would continue to be requested on a rolling basis determined by CCI Sub-Committees B and C the CCI Assessment Initiatives subcommittee. Departments would be given notice at least three five quarters, including summer, before the report would be due.  Reports would include the same information as in major program plans: assessment planning, implementation, learning outcomes data, and how the information was used to improve curricular and instructional practices. GEC course review reports would be submitted by Departments to the CCI through the Assessment Coordinator Director for ASC at the requested deadline and copied to the appropriate College Dean. Reports would be reviewed across the year by Sub-Committees B and C the Assessment Initiatives subcommittee with forthcoming reports given to the full CCI on a rolling basis. All GEC courses are expected to be fully reviewed over a ten-year period. Following a full review, a review of all most large enrolled-in courses (annual enrollments greater than 1000), such courses would be expected to provide progress reports every five years.
2005 Plan, Section IV. D. Goals and Objectives:

The terms, “Goals and Objectives” have been changed to, “Expected Learning Outcomes.” By CCI vote, revisions have been made to the Colleges of the Arts and Sciences General Education Program Expected Learning Outcomes in the “Diversity: International Issues,” (12/5/2008) and the “Arts & Humanities General Expected Learning Outcomes” (5/29/2009) sections. Some sections have been renamed to reflect the GEC-Revised structure that went into effect in AU2007. While categories shifted, none were added nor removed. The revised GEC Expected Learning Outcomes are:
COLLEGES OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES (ASC)

GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Skills: A. Writing and Related Skills

Goals:

Writing and Related Skills coursework develops students’ skills in written communication

and expression, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students apply basic skills in expository writing.

2. Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression.

3. Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively.

First Writing Course

Expected Learning Outcomes specific to First Writing Course:

· Students learn the conventions and challenges of academic discourse

· Students are able to read critically and analytically

Second Writing Course

Expected Learning Outcomes specific to Second Writing Course:

· Through critical analysis, discussion, and writing, students extend their ability to

read carefully and express ideas effectively

· Students further develop basic skills in expository writing and oral expression

· Students further develop skills in effective communication and in accessing and

using information analytically

Third Writing Course

Expected Learning Outcomes specific to Third Writing Course:

· Students apply writing skills to the major

· Students develop skills, in the oral articulation of ideas, in synthesizing ideas,

and in the critical and analytical reading of demanding texts

1. Skills: B. Quantitative and Logical Skills

Goals:

Courses in Quantitative and Logical Skills develop students’ quantitative literacy and

logical reasoning, including the ability to identify valid arguments, use mathematical

models, and draw conclusions and critically evaluate results based on data.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Basic Computational Skills: Students demonstrate computational skills and familiarity

with algebra and geometry, and apply these skills to practical problems.

2. Mathematical and Logical Analysis: Students comprehend mathematical concepts

and methods adequate to construct valid arguments, understand inductive and

deductive reasoning, and increase their general problem solving skills.

3. Data Analysis: Students understand basic concepts of statistics and probability,

comprehend methods needed to analyze and critically evaluate statistical arguments,

and recognize the importance of statistical ideas.

1. Skills: C. Foreign Language

Goals:

Foreign Language coursework develops students’ skills in communication across ethnic,

cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and helps students develop an

understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students demonstrate basic communicative skills (e.g., speaking, listening,

reading, and/or writing) in a language other than their native language.

2. Students learn about the cultural contexts and manifestations of the peoples who

speak the language that they are studying.

3. Students recognize and understand differences and similarities between the

cultures and communities of the language that they are studying and their own.

2. Breadth: A. Natural Science

Goals:

Natural Science coursework fosters students’ understanding of the principles, theories,

and methods of modern science, the relationship between science and technology, the

implications of scientific discoveries and the potential of science and technology to

address problems of the contemporary world.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students understand the basic facts, principles, theories, and methods of modern

science.

2. Students learn key events in the history of science.

3. Students provide examples of the inter-dependence of scientific and technological

developments.

4. Students discuss social and philosophical implications of scientific discoveries and

understand the potential of science and technology to address problems of the

contemporary world.

2. Breadth: B. Social Science

Goals:

Social science courses develop students’ understanding of the systematic study of

human behavior and cognition; the structure of human societies, cultures, and

institutions; and the processes by which individuals, groups, and societies interact,

communicate, and use human, natural, and economic resources.

Expected learning outcomes:

1. Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are

applied to the studies of individuals, groups, organizations, and societies.

2. Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in the

contexts of human existence (e.g., psychological, social, cultural, economic,

geographic, and political), and the processes by which groups, organizations, and

societies function.

3. Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess individual and social values,

and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy making.

(1) Individuals and Groups Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are

applied to the study of individuals and groups.

· Students understand the behavior of individuals, differences and similarities in social

and cultural contexts of human existence, and the processes by which groups

function.

· Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess individual and group values,

and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy making.

(2) Organizations and Polities Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students understand the theories and methods of social scientific inquiry as they are

applied to the study of organizations and polities.

· Students understand the formation and durability of political, economic, and social

organizing principles and their differences and similarities across contexts.

· Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess the nature and values of

organizations and polities and their importance in social problem solving and policy

making.

(3) Human, Natural, and Economic Resources Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students understand the theories and methods of scientific inquiry as they are

applied to the study of the use and distribution of human, natural, and economic

resources and decisions and policies concerning such resources.

· Students understand the political, economic, and social trade-offs reflected in

individual decisions and societal policymaking and enforcement and their similarities

and differences across contexts.

· Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess the physical, social, economic,

and political sustainability of individual and societal decisions with respect to

resource use.

2. Breadth: C. Arts and Humanities

Goals:

Students evaluate significant writing and works of art. Such studies develop capacities for

aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical

listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on

that experience.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students develop abilities to be informed observers of, or active participants in, the

visual, spatial, performing, spoken, or literary arts.

2. Students develop an understanding of the foundations of human beliefs, the nature

of reality, and the norms that guide human behavior.

3. Students examine and interpret how the human condition and human values are

explored through works of art and humanistic writings.

(1) Literature Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students learn to analyze, appreciate, and interpret significant literary works.

· Through reading, discussing, and writing about literature, students learn to

understand and evaluate the personal and social values of their own and other

cultures.

(2) Visual and Performing Arts Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret significant works of

art.

· Students develop abilities to be informed observers or active participants in a

Discipline within the visual, spatial, and performing arts.

(3) Cultures and Ideas Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human

thought and expression.

· Students develop abilities to understand how ideas influence the character of human

beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.

3. Historical Study

Goals:

History courses develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s

society and help them understand how humans view themselves.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors

that shape human activity.

2. Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues

and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.

3. Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical

sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their

historical contexts.

4. Diversity

(1) Social Diversity in the United States

Goals:

Courses in social diversity will foster students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature of

institutions, society, and culture in the United States.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity, and

religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.

· Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and

values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.

(2) International Issues (contains two subcategories: “Non-Western or Global,”

and “Western (Non-United States)

Goals:

International Issues coursework helps students become educated, productive, and

principled citizens of their nation and an increasingly globalized world.

Expected Learning Outcome:

· Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic,

cultural, physical, social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's

nations, peoples and cultures outside the US.

· Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of

categories such as race, gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as

they relate to international/global institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.

· Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their

own attitudes and values as global citizens.

5. Capstone: Issues of the Contemporary World

Goals:

By drawing upon multiple disciplines, Issues of the Contemporary World coursework

provides a capstone experience that helps students enrich their experiences of the

increasingly global nature of the contemporary world.

Expected Learning Outcomes:

1. Students synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to

contemporary issues.

2. Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationships between information

derived from different disciplines by interacting with students from different

majors.

3. Students write about or conduct research on the contemporary world.
2005 Plan, Section IV. E. Assessment Methods:

Third bullet:
· Sub-Committees B and C are The Assessment Initiatives subcommittee is responsible for developing reporting schedules and requirements (see Appendix 1 for report format). Priorities for scheduling include: categories and/or courses for which assessment is well-established to model assessment and provide start-up time for other courses/categories to develop assessment techniques; large enrolled-in courses that most students take to fulfill requirements; category representation; and/or courses selected for special emphasis based on University-wide priorities.

Seventh bullet:

· The schedule for reporting should begin with a pilot set of courses, and over the initial two years, include the review of up to 24 courses annually (approximately 3 courses/category/year). The intention is to review every course with GEC status over a ten-year period, beginning with representative courses within categories. After reviewing 54 top-enrollment courses in a three-year period (see Appendix 2 for list of reports received and reviewed), the Assessment Initiatives subcommittee will henceforth identify courses via spot examination or by special focus rather than every course because to review every GEC course in a ten-year period is not a reasonable expectation for those reviewing nor those under review due to the sheer number of courses in the GEC, their relative size, and current resources (see Part IV.C. Rationale of 2005 Plan for statistics). A special focus could be considered at any time, such as a focus on particular categories, section sizes, or course level. Once reviewed and determined to fulfill GEC goals based on outcome information, large enrolled-in courses (over 1000 students annually) should provide a progress report every five years and be fully reviewed every 10 years.

Eighth bullet:

· Sub-Committees B and C The Assessment Initiatives subcommittee will consider incorporating continue to incorporate other assessment methods into the overall plan on an ad-hoc basis after the course review process is in place. Examples of ongoing initiatives include the development of the University-Level Advisory Committee on the GEC (ULAC-GEC), a subcommittee of the Council on Academic Affairs.  Faculty members of the CCI Assessment Initiatives subcommittee are also members of the ULAC-GEC.  This advisory committee looks at ongoing or planned assessment initiatives relevant to general education such as the National Survey on Survey on Student Engagement (NSSE) information which is already collected every three years, the Collegiate Learning Assessment Tool (CLA), GEC enrollment trend and course approval data, or reviewing outcome information from a proposed longitudinal study sponsored by the Lumina foundation in which Ohio State might participate. Other ongoing initiatives include the use of the ASC graduating senior exit survey as a method of indirect assessment of the GEC. Additionally, the consideration of using technological resources for collecting outcome information relevant to general education, such as ePortfolios or course management systems will be explored for feasibility and usability in the next five years. , or developing an ASC graduating senior exit survey if feasible. The B and C Sub-Committees will also consider folding in other ongoing or planned assessment initiatives relevant to general education, such as reviewing National Survey on Student Engagement (NSSE) information which is already collected every three years, or reviewing outcome information from a proposed longitudinal study sponsored by the Lumina foundation in which Ohio State might participate. The consensus at present is not to use standardized testing as a primary assessment method.
New bullet:

· The Assessment Initiatives subcommittee will examine data gathered on GEC category functionality via instructor focus groups and any other subsequent initiatives that develop from these focus groups. In addition to the Natural Sciences focus group (AU08) and the Second Writing (367) focus group (SP08), the determination of categorical focus group areas and reporting on the results of these focus groups will continue until all (sub)categories have been assessed. Assessment of a category may include information in addition to a focus group, such as surveys, relevant individual course reports, enrollment reports, or other methods to be determined by the Assessment Initiatives subcommittee.

2005 Plan, Section IV.F. Implementation Time Line:
· By Autumn 2009 vote to accept revised 2009 Addendum to the 2005 Assessment Plan

· Schedule three faculty focus groups addressing the three subcategories contained within the “Diversity” GEC Category to be held in Autumn 2009 and Winter 2010

· By Autumn 2009 notify Course Set 6 instructors, chairs, and deans for ongoing review of GEC courses at regional campuses (see Appendix 3 for tentative rollout schedule for course review) with the intent to continue roll-up regional campus reports with Columbus campus reports. 
· In Winter and Spring 2010 Assessment Initiatives subcommittee to review focus group reports and make recommendations to CCI

2005 Plan, Section IV.G. Feedback Process and Information Usage:
· Sub-Committees B and C  The Assessment Initiatives subcommittee will review quarterly all submitted reports and report to the full CCI with action recommendations on a case by case basis. The CCI will provide feedback to Department Chairs, copied to the Deans, and make recommendations for continuing GEC status as appropriate. Courses not addressing GEC goals and objectives would be provided time for corrective action. OAA will be consulted regarding Departments that do not participate.
· The Assessment Initiatives subcommittee will review all focus group and category reports generated by Office of Curriculum and Assessment and inform and make recommendations to CCI on a rolling basis. This information will also be shared with the ULAC-GEC.
